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Dear Students and Families, 
 
I trust that you are well as we approach the end of the calendar year and as we 
also prepare to enjoy our first vacation of the academic year.  I am sure that you 
are looking forward to enjoying a few days of rest with your children. 
December of 2018 has been a very special and exciting month for us at Fuller as 
the voters of Framingham overwhelmingly voted to support education in our city 
by voting to finance the construction of a new building for our school.  The new 
building along with the excellent educational plan that has been written, will give 
our students the opportunity to thrive and develop as leaders of the future in a 
building that provides the optimum conditions for high level teaching and 
learning. 
 
This Friday, I was very pleased to participate in the Arts-A-Palooza, where well 
over 150 of our students had the opportunity to demonstrate to their fellow 
students and parents their artistic talents and celebrate the Holiday Season.  I 
thank the parents who were able to attend the show and I was very proud of the 
progress that our students have made. 
 

  

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

After we return to school on January 2 the students will take the iReady assessment from the 7th to the 
11th of January.  This is an interim assessment which is administered to all our students that allows us to 
monitor the progress they have made so far this year and to identify the areas where they need the 
most support.  The information that we learn from this assessment will be used by the teaching staff to 
adjust their instruction so that the students are prepared to do well on the MCAS in the Spring.  Later in 
January our English Learners will also take the ACCESS assessment which measures their English 
language growth and development.  The ACCESS assessment will be administered between January 23 
and February 8, 2019 
 
In closing, I wish you all Peace during this very busy season and a very successful and prosperous New 
Year. I thank you for your continued support and trust and I look forward to seeing everyone on January 
30, 2019 for the Multicultural Fair. 
As always, I thank you for your continued support and collaboration. 
 
Jose P. Duarte, Principal 
Fuller Middle School 
 



RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

FALCON ACHIEVEMENTS 
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FALCONS OF THE MONTH 
December  

(Caring, Empathy, Compassion) 
Gold:       Joao Victor 
                Diogo Costa 
               Cristy Archila 
 
Crimson: Hannah Savino 
 
Tangerine:  Clara Noggle 
 
Platinum: Joerianny Cirino 
 
Lime:  James Kelly 
 
Opal:  Jen Rivers 
 
Blue:  Ibzan Perez 
 
Green: Jorge Pineda 
 
Specials: Gabriel Santos Parejo 
 Victor Leal 
 Hannanel Martinez  
  



RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

 6TH GRADE 
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Students on Lime and Opal Team are hard at work and looking forward to break! As the holidays are 
approaching, students remain very busy in all of their content areas. Additionally, in their Fuller 
Falcon time with Mr. Keady and Mrs. Gelardi, students have been participating in the Bridges 
program where they are learning more about senior citizens and how to be more empathic. 
 
In ELA students have been reading The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros. Students have 
been working on choice boards, choosing how they’d like to show off their skills in figurative 
language, perspective, and narrative writing. 
 
In Math, students have been working on the decimal and fraction unit. After exploring all of the 
operations with decimals and fractions, we looked at the properties of even, odd, and prime 
numbers. Students then used these properties to practice using divisibility rules. These rules came in 
handy as students wrote the prime factorization of composite numbers.  
The students in Social Studies are diving head first into many different topics in our South America 
unit including debates about deforestation of the Amazon Rainforest. Social Studies students have 
also been learning about the economy of Brazil and writing a document-based essay. 
While in Science, the scientists from Sanofi-Genzyme returned to Fuller for another DNA extraction 
and they were even able to make some connections to the overlapping human body systems unit. 
As part of the gradual release of responsibility, science students took their first non-open note test 
on cells and microscope parts. We will continue to work with our students on their study skills and 
habits to increase student success going forward.   
From the Opal and Lime teachers we would like to wish all of our families a Happy New Year!! 



7th GRADE TEAMS 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

In Social Studies we have established the 5 Characteristics of Civilization and why each civilization 
needs to have these in order to be successful.  We started our first Ancient Civilization unit on 
Mesopotamia.  Students have learned that, due to Mesopotamia's physical landscape, 
Mesopotamians were able to manipulate the land to their benefit.  Through a simulation game, 
students were exposed to real life problems Mesopotamians faced and had to make decisions on 
how to handle the situations.  Through trial and error, students were able to identify the four major 
problems Mesopotamians faced and the solutions they came up with to resolve those 
problems.  Students are currently working on an interactive notebook project that clearly depicts 
them. 
  
In science, we are concluding our unit on ecosystems.  Students are researching and discussing 
animal behaviors, plant structures, and the connection between the two.  We will conclude this 
unit with the effects of humans on the environment.  The Tangerine students are focusing on 
systems and cycles in their Earth Science Unit.  They are gaining experiences that deal with 
interactions of humans and Earth processes.  More specifically, students are developing a model to 
explain how the energy of the sun and Earth’s gravity drive the cycling of water (hydrologic cycle). 
  
In ELA, we are wrapping up our unit on The Outsiders. After a fun-filled unit exploring our own 
identities and learning about characterization, we will be moving on to our next unit . We will read 
The Bitter Side of Sweet by Tara Sullivan. This novel tells the story of a young boy, Amadou, who 
was taken from his home in Mali. Amadou and his younger brother are forced to work as slaves on 
a cocoa plantation on the Ivory Coast of Africa. After reading selected passages, students will 
analyze the specific literary technique used by Sullivan. These techniques will serve as inspiration 
to students in the creation of their own writing portfolio of creative pieces based on a current 
event about which they think more people should know. This unit will focus on reading, 
researching, and creative writing for the purpose of raising awareness about things that are 
important to us.  
  
 In math, we have been learning about the characteristics that can be used to identify and work 
with Proportional Relationships. We have looked at the tables, graphs, and equations of such 
relationships. Next, we will apply this knowledge to our work with percentages.  
  
To all the Tangerine and Platinum families, may you have a new year full of joy and happiness! 
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 8TH GRADE TEAMS 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

As the year winds down, Ocean students are continuing to consider options for high school.  In 
January all 8th graders will attend a field trip to Framingham High School in order to weigh the 
public school default against their career and technical alternative of Keefe.   
 
At the end of November, the full 8th grade went on an informational visit to Keefe Tech.  The 
students made personal choices to investigate and learn about three of the many career offerings 
at the school.  It was a worthwhile trip, as the students were eager to ask questions and engage in 
important discussions when we returned to school.  We’re anticipating the same level of curiosity 
and excitement when we return from Framingham High. 
 
Fuller students are lucky to have many choices for high school and as their teachers, we’re happy 
to help them talk through the possibilities so they make the decision that is right for each of 
them.  Please note that Keefe applications are being accepted now and interviews will be 
scheduled early in February. It’s important to remember that students who wish to attend Keefe 
must fill out these formal applications (either online or on paper), attend interviews, and maintain 
grade and behavior expectations (or grade progress improvement) throughout 8th grade to be 
accepted.  This will be discussed with each student during the interview process.  
 
Choices for Framingham High electives will happen in late February/early March.  In addition, 
Framingham High will host some evening academic and athletic informational meetings later in 
the year.   Information will be sent home from Guidance. 
 
Lastly, as we depart for winter break, all of us on the Ocean Team hope our students and their 
families enjoy a safe holiday season and we wish everyone a Happy New Year! 
 
 
. 
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 CRIMSON TEAM 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 
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As we leave 2018 behind us, Crimson team is looking forward to a 2019 that’s filled with academic rigor and 
challenges.  We are excited to see the personal and academic growth that awaits all students in the new year. With 
one trimester under our belts, we continue to encourage students to set goals and devise a plan in which to meet 
those goals and challenges. 
 
December brought us a very successful Bronze Cafe of the 2018/19 school year.  We would like to thank the many 
teachers and parents that continue to support our student run cafe.  It is a wonderful opportunity for students to 
practice and learn essential life skills.  
 
In math, students continue to work on their MCAS Alt binders as well as prepare for the computer based MCAS 
exam.  They are also enjoying their pursuit to improve their math skills by competing against themselves on the I-
Ready website.  In addition, Crimson students are engaging in academic discourse in order to help them dive deeper 
and contemplate problem solving skills.’ 
 
In Social Studies we are thinkers and readers and writers. Students are working hard to show their thinking skills as we 
grow as readers and writers. We are working on Close Reading skills using Social Studies content. Students are learning 
to use text features to help improve comprehension. We are finding evidence and main ideas. Students are using 
NEWSELA, Readworks, and Brainpop to practice these skills as well as learn content. Students will engage in academic 
conversations to show their thinking. We are focusing on current events and US history.  
 
In Science, the students have been working on their participation skills. They are working on contributing to class 
discussions and being good listeners. At the start of the new trimester, the science students started working on 
weather and the seasons. Red Sox and Patriots worked collaboratively on creating posters about the seasons. They 
also worked on writing a paragraph about their favorite season with the support of a graphic organizer. Bruins and 
Celtics developed their own posters that included vocabulary and pictures related to each season. We are also 
discussing weather and temperature on a daily basis. The students are writing in a weekly chart and graphing the 
results.  
 
In ELA, the students are working on their MCAS Alts and the computer based MCAS exam.  Students are practicing 
their reading and writing by using various platforms, which includes, IReady, NewsELA, and fiction and nonfiction texts 
and stories.  Students are adhering to learned reading strategies to become better readers where they are learning to 
make connections and inferences about what they read. The students are also improving their literacy skills by 
practicing phonics and reading comprehension, with a clear cut focus on literal comprehension questions where they 
are able to revert to the text and find the evidence to support their answers.  It is the goal of the students in ELA to 
improve their reading fluency and as a result the students are dedicating their time for at least 20 mins per night to 
partake in independent reading and analyzing what they read on a weekly basis.  
 
The Revolution Team is working on identifying countries in Europe and very soon will start researching on the 
computer to write about a country of their choice. In writing, students are finishing writing a story using a character 
that they created and illustrated. In math all students are learning a variety of skills and are doing great with super 
participation!  Students are encouraged to read during the Holiday break and stay on top of their math skills using 
iReady and practicing their conversation skills over the phone with one another!  
 
We would to like wish you all a very Happy Holiday and healthy and happy new year! 
 
Warmest Regards, 
 
Cara Cercone, Wendi Carlstrom, Lotoya Fuentes, Kathleen Moschella, Jennifer Bremer, Ana Rosario, Rachel DeRochea 
Kathy Gagen, Josie Cardoso, Margaux Kenney, Kristine Brown, Peggy Delaney, Lorena Machado 
 
 



RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 
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GOLD TEAM 

ESL-SS 6th & 7th grades with Mrs. Machado:  We were busy for the last few weeks finishing our 
projects about seasons and weather, identifying  people that are on the American bills and coins, 
and writing about what would you do if you had a million dollars. I was very impressed to see how 
students were very responsible and conscious spending their money.  
 
ESL-LA 8th grade with Mrs. Machado: Students finished the Identity & Feelings unit. During unit 2 
students were able to increase their knowledge about how to express themselves using adjectives 
and  past tense verbs. They also created causes and effects charts.  Students also wrote sentences 
and/or paragraphs using subject and predicate.  
 
ESL-LA level 1 6th and 7th grades with Ms. Lawrence: We are working on comparisons using same 
and different and using graphic organizers to synthesize information. The topics have been related 
to identity including some comparison of twins so far but will be related to the world as we 
progress through the unit. 
 
ESL-SS level 1 8th grade with Ms. Lawrence: We are finishing a unit about the Earth’s timeline. We 
have been looking at events in the creation and development of the earth, and students are 
presenting on one important event in the timeline to explain why it is important. 
 
ESL-LA level 2 7th grade with Ms. Lawrence: We have been doing ACCESS boot camp and 
practicing all of the question types and topics that they will see on the test in January. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM 

With the New Year Fuller is preparing eighth grade students for the transition to high school.  The 
School Counselors have organized a step up day for the eighth grade.  On January 22 they will visit 
FHS for a tour, meet the teachers and see classrooms.  The eighth grade visited Keefe Tech at the 
end of November and experienced the different shops they have to offer.  Applications are due on 
January 15th for any eighth grader applying to Keefe Tech.  
 
Fuller is implementing Chill Zones (aka the Calming Corner) in the sixth grade, Crimson Team and 
the Gold Team. The Chill Zone is a safe place in the classroom where a student can go to calm 
him/herself using pre-taught strategies for a short amount of time.  It is a positive place where 
students learn to identify their emotions and use strategies to calm themselves so that learning can 
occur.  
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UNIFIED ARTS 

The Jazz Band and 8th grade Band students have been hard at work since the beginning of the 
school year preparing for Arts-A-Palooza. Concert Band students have been putting in extra 
practice time and Jazz Band students have been getting up and ready for school at 7am Tuesdays 
and Thursdays in preparation for this annual event. 
This year, Arts-A-Palooza will be a concert as well as a presentation of learning. Students will 
show the audience how they incorporate Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math as 
well as intense project based learning in their Music, Art, and Drama classes. 
                                       



Mr. Kline Recommends 

Fullerlibrary.com 

MR. KLINE RECOMMENDS… 

LIBRARY READING CHALLENGE 

Mr. Kline’s Reading Challenge began at the end of 
November. Nearly 40 students and teachers are taking 
part. I would love to see that number grow as the year 
goes by. Currently the leader has read 11 books since 
Nov. 26. She leads me by 9. I’m in trouble. 
 
On December 20, I held the first drawing for a monthly 
prize.  To be eligible, the student had to have registered 
and read one book by the 20th. The first winner 
received a $10 Target gift certificate.  Prizes will 
increase as the year goes along.  The second monthly 
prize will be given away at the end of January. Students 
can register and begin taking part at any time.  

COMING SOON 

This winter (hopefully) the library will be 
introducing a makerspace. This will include items 
such as  simple building materials and basic robot 
systems. Students in the library and in the after 
school program will have access to these materials. 

Feed by M.T. Anderson 
In a not too distant 
future, everyone is 
connected to a feed in 
their brains. A 
constant flow of news, 
video, social 
networking, etc. keeps 
everyone connected, 
until there’s a 
problem. 

Have a happy, safe, and restful 
holiday break…and read a book! 

Mr. Geoghegan’s 8th grade ELA class took advantage of the Virtual Author Visit 
by Jacqueline Woodson. Woodson spoke about her works, reading from two, 
Harbor Me and Brown Girl Dreaming, and answered student submitted 
questions.  The event lasted about 45 minutes. 

http://fullerlibrary.com/
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